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some southern port, which would throw them rather on
the way of our outbound fleets. John seems to feel
his departure, poor fellow, a good deal, and there is a
good share of earnest in his jesting on the subject.
However, he is both feeling and manly about it. I do
flatter myself he will do well, both by the favour he is
sure to conciliate and by his other qualifications.

c The invasion appears to me much in the same state
as ever; always possible that the attempt may be made,
but not much more likely now than at former periods
of bustle on their side of the water and stillness on
ours.'

' August 16.

* Accounts are received from Admiral Cornwallis to-
day that the combined fleets are in Ferrol at last. Sir
B. Calder and Admiral Starling have both fallen back
and joined Cornwallis off Brest. There are now thirty-
one sail of the line at Ferrol, which is not blockaded,
nor Rochfort either. Cornwallis has between thirty and
forty sail of the line, but has both Ferrol and Brest to
look to. Nelson has not yet been distinctly heard of
since he came out of the Straits. The Dutch came out
of the Texel the other day, but were prevented sailing,
I understand, by the wind. This is true; I heard it
to-day at the Secretary of State's Office. The question
is beginning to arise whether our naval superiority is
still sufficient to guard all these points at once against
such numerous fleets. If not! 1'